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We Tackle the 
Most Pressing 
Global Challenges –  
Support Us in Our 
Mission

Researchers at the Department of 
Economics are addressing the major 
issues that affect the future of our 
shared social and economic life. Us-
ing economic models and methods, 
they contribute to finding answers 
to the five most pressing challenges 
humankind is facing today:

1.	 Achieving a Sustainable  
Economy

2.	 Reducing Poverty and Inequality
3.	 Managing the Digital Revolution
4.	 Developing Effective Public  

Policies
5.	 Overcoming the Globalization 

Crisis

In line with our foundation’s pur-
pose, we at the Excellence Founda-
tion Zurich accompany and support 

the Department of Economics in 
its mission to tackle and overcome 
these five challenges with the best 
researchers. The Excellence Foun-
dation Fund plays an important role 
in this.

Unrestricted funds enable innova-
tion and sustainable growth 
A research and educational institu-
tion of the size and ambition of the 
Department of Economics requires 
both long-term and short-term re-
sources and funding. On the one 
hand, this is the only way to sustain-
ably implement long-term projects, 
for example to continue financing 
newly created professorships. On 
the other hand, it is vital to ensure 
that researchers can also react spon-
taneously to current issues, as was 

necessary, for example, during the 
financial and corona crises. There-
fore, uncommitted funds from the 
Excellence Foundation Fund are  
essential for the Department of Eco-
nomics to be able to fulfill its social 
responsibility as a world-leading  
education and research institute.

With your free donation to the Excellence Foun-
dation Fund, you support projects, professorships, 
young talents, and promote active exchange be-
tween research and society. Your important contri-
bution enables us to tackle the most urgent chal-
lenges of our world with sound knowledge based 
on research.



Your contribution enables us to find answers to 
the most pressing questions of our time, which 
are equally important to you and us. Whether it 
is climate change, pandemics, wars, or inequali-
ty – only with sound knowledge is it possible to 
understand the interrelationships and find solu-
tions. Together, we can make a difference.

What Is the Impact 
of Your Donation?

Research, Teaching, 
and Dialogue in 
Zurich

With a donation to the Excellence 
Foundation Fund, you enable us 
to unite the world’s best talents in 
Zurich so that they can unfold their 
potential and share their exper-
tise with our students. Zurich can 
therefore strengthen its position as 
a globally recognized center for eco-
nomic research and education. 

Our aim is to bring together top 
researchers who can redefine the 
boundaries of economics, study 

human behavior, and who are ab-
solutely committed to interdisci- 
plinary research. 

Over the last ten years, the Depart-
ment has developed a strong posi-
tion, allowing us to create something 
extraordinary in Zurich: to conduct 
research in the same league as the 
world’s best business universities – 
Harvard, Stanford, or even MIT – and 
thus contribute to solving the great 
challenges of our time together. 

All this is to the benefit of our soci-
ety, which profits from newly found-
ed knowledge, from highly educat-
ed specialists, and from a lively di-
alogue between science and the 
public.
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1,000 to 5,000 Swiss francs
With a contribution of 1,000 to 
5,000 Swiss francs, you promote 
dialogue with the public, for ex-
ample through events or webinars 
with world-leading experts. 

5,000 to 10,000 Swiss francs
With a donation of 5,000 to 10,000 
Swiss francs, you enable a young tal-
ent to realize an ambitious research 
project as part of his or her doctor-
al studies.

From 10,000 Swiss francs 
Starting at 10,000 Swiss francs, you 
support the Department, for exam-
ple, in the creation of new innova-
tive research positions and you en-
able the expansion of the doctoral 
program by means of scholarships.

Invest in Excellent Research 
to Tackle the Most Important 
Global Challenges

Use of the  
Excellence  
Foundation Fund

Prof. Ralph Ossa
Member of the Board of Trustees 
and UBS Foundation Professor, 
former WTO Chief Economist

Prof. Ernst Fehr 
President of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Excellence Foundation 
Zurich

Walter B. Kielholz
Chairman of the Advisory Board of 
the Department of Economics,
University of Zurich

In line with the narrow purpose of 
the Excellence Foundation Zurich, 
the unrestricted assets in the fund 
are used solely for the support of the 
Department of Economics. The allo-
cation committee decides on the use 
of resources from the fund.

Promote and foster young 
talents

Attract and retain world-
class researchers and  
teachers

Provide grants for outstand-
ing projects

Enable dialogue and  
knowledge exchange

Allocation Committee


